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Climate Resilient

Islands Programme

Case Study: Handicraft preservation for income,
Vanuatu

In the Climate Resilient Islands programme, communities reflect on local assets and risks
in order to prioritise actions that will increase resilience by protecting local knowledge,
local ecosystems and local income-generating activities. This case study outlines how
one community in Vanuatu has successfully chosen a pathway that protects all these
things at once.

Pandanus in the Malaliu community

In Malaliu, Vanuatu, the community have selected a pathway that focuses on women
earning income through handicrafts, a good example of a pathway that interlinks these
key considerations. We can see how the identification of community values in the profile
has led to plans that reinforce this value and touch on other, linked values as well. Based
on learning from their profile, this pathway targets the specific needs of the women of
Malaliu, providing income and reinforcing bonds between women and the generations, as
well as reinforcing the need to protect local resources in local ecosystems.

Traditional handicrafts are an important cultural touchstone for the community, a woven
mat even featuring as the women's resilience picture:
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During the Web of Life activity that the Malaliu
community conducted as part of construction

of their resilience profile, pandanus was

identified as an important part of the local

ecosystem. Culturally it is used in peace [~
ceremonies as well as to produce handicrafts. \
One of the women stated, 'When there is a

custom ceremony, we also use the mats.

Women weave mats, baskets, Fans and also

small handicrafts that can be worn on our

hands and trivets used for teapots at the table. c—
We also weave handicrafts for our chief to

wear during custom ceremonies.’

Community members also stated, during the “Aa\N
facilitation process, that there is not enough
pandanus in supply and that crops are being

damaged by cattle that are allowed to roam in \ PMDAN(&S

the area where it has been replanted. This is

partly a result of a difference between what |

men perceive as important and what women I

perceive as important, with men possibly \

underestimating, until the process of documenting this knowledge in the resilience
profile, the significance of this resource for the women.

Currently the main source of income for households in Malaliu (according to their
resilience profile) is selling vegetables. However, the CRI programme recognises multiple
sources of income as a resilience indicator for households and communities at large.
Malaliu listed this as significant, and they selected a resilience pathway that aims to
diversify income streams, specifically for women. This includes preserving their traditional

handicrafts. This outcome won't replace any primary sources of earning money but will
create additional opportunities.

A place for knowledge transfer

In the activity Keeping us strong (community strengths and hazard assessment), the
women of Malaliu identified the ‘Women's Hall’ as an asset/strength of value to the
community. They commented that it should be extended, 'to include a kitchen, bathroom
and toilet to provide better services to the community.” Places for women to congregate
under shelter provide venues where the transfer of knowledge between women, youth
and elders takes place. In this case, the weaving of handicrafts with pandanus can be
conducted and the knowledge passed on in the women'’s hall.

Pathway activities

The activities developed as part of the resilience pathway of strengthening handicrafts for
income include the sharing of Indigenous knowledge and the preservation of tradition,
securing resources needed for handicrafts (regeneration of pandanus — a sustainable




local resource) and retail opportunities for women as a means of increased financial
support for households. While the actions (as seen in the table below, taken from the
community’s planning document) are protecting local ecosystems, they are also
protecting resources women will use for their livelihoods.

The community has expressed the desire to set up a group devoted to the passing-on of
handicraft techniques. The passing-on of traditional knowledge is vital for the resilience
of communities for a variety of reasons. First, passing on traditional knowledge reinforces




