
What is it?
Scientific name: Flueggea flexuosa 

Flueggea is a small-to-medium tree, growing 
10m-16m tall. It is native to the Solomon Islands, 
typically found in lowland forests, and is grown 
across Southeast Asia and the Pacific. Flueggea 
is a valuable source of timber for construction and 
can be grown alongside other crops and trees. 

In Solomon Islands it has a variety of names: 
mamafua, mavua, urama, uraka.

FEATURES:
• Tolerates a wide range of soils, from poorly 

drained to clays and coastal soils

• Tolerant of strong winds, and pests and 
diseases

• Fast growing (grows over a metre each year 
for the first five to ten years), robust

• Straight trunk, small area of leaves at 
branches at the top of the tree, self-pruning 
(sheds lower branches as it grows)

• Adapted to humid, tropical areas

• Prefers full sun

• Can be grown in plantations, farm boundary 
plantings and home gardens

• Can be grown close together and close to 
other species. 
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What can it be used for?

• Its wood is dense, with a straight grain. It is hard and strong but can be carved or sawn for use in 
building. 

• Logs of trees 6-7 years old can be used for fenceposts. Logs of trees 12 or more years old can be 
used for supporting poles for buildings.

• Flueggea wood is good for burning for cooking. 

• Flueggea flowers prolifically and is therefore good for bees. 

• It provides shade for cacao trees, and it hosts ants which control pests in cacao.

• It can be planted with canarium trees and mahogany, and there is evidence that this reduces 
damage to mahogany from shoot borers. 

• Trunks can be cut at one metre above ground level, and the tree will regrow, allowing for use for 
timber multiple times.

• It is an excellent choice for alley cropping and windbreaks, because it grows fast, and its leaves 
grow thickly to provide good shade. It has a small leaf and branch area (crown), allowing trees to be 
planted closely together. 

• It can be grown with coconut palms, but it needs light so will not grow well in areas where there are 
lots of other plants competing for light (for example, in a dense canopy).

 

How can I grow it?

• Flueggea can be grown by seed. Seeds often germinate when planted directly in the soil.

• Germination can be speeded by scarifying (roughening the seed with sandpaper or a rough or sharp 
instrument).

• It is often grown by taking seedlings 
that sprout in the wild and 
replanting them.

• Seeds can be collected and 
propagated throughout the year. 
The seeds can be stored.

• The ideal time for planting out 
seedlings is 16-20 weeks after 
germination. Ideally, trees should 
be placed at least 4 metres apart to 
allow for full development.

Copyright © 2015 by Benigno Resurreccion - http://phytoimages.siu.edu

2


